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FOR THE CHISTIAN MONITOR, 


Essays on Experi mental 
Rel igion. 


Vo. V. 


DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF 
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


7. Christian experience is uni- 
formly attended with christian 
practice. Every tree is known 
by its fruit. The existence of 
the various graces of the Spirit 
in the heart is manifested and 
proved chiefly by aholy life. He 
who repents, will bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance. Hat- 
ing sin, he will avoid it. Griev- 
ed on accoant of past disobe- 
dience, he will strive to walk in 
the way of God’s commandments ; 


faith in Jesus Christ will in- 


fluence toa holy practice. For 
true faith cordially receives the 
Savior in all the offices, which 
he sustains ; listens, therefore to 
his teaching. submits to his au- 
thority, imitates his example, and 
obeys his precepts, while it con- 
fides in his merits and rejoices 
in his salvation. Humility will 
be apparent in his deportment 
and practice. The apestle di- 
rects, that we be clothed with 
humility. And must it not be 
apparent, what apparel we wear = 
You would not believe a person 
ef an assuming, haughty de- 
meanor, ifhe told you that he 
telt himself to be exceedingly 








unworthy. You would not think 
a man humble, who appeared 
proud of his humility. Holy de- 
sires will influence practice. He 
who ardently desires the favor of 
God, will be careful to do those 
things which please Him. He 
who hungers and thirsts after 
righteousness will not live in the 

ractice of sin. The fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil ; and this is 
the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. The child who 
sincerely loves his parents, is 
grateful for their kindness, and 
fears their displeasure, will obey 
their injunctions. Love to our 
neighbor will not spend itself in 
feeling, but will excite to benevo- 
lent actions; to disinterested, 
self-denying endeavors to promote 
the temporal and eternal happi- 
ness of our fellow men. Holy 
joy is closely connected with 
christian practice. The true be- 
liever rejoices in God, as a Being 
glorious in holiness ; in Hislaw, 
because if is very pure; and in 
the way of His testimonies, be- 
cause it is the way of righteous- 
ness. And He will strive to re- 
semble Him. w! om he supremely 
loves ; to obey the law, in which 
he delights ;: and to pursue that 
path which he prefers to every 
other. The hope, that maketh 
not ashamed, is ever connected 
with a holy life; for every one 
who hath this hope in him, pu- 
rifieth himself, even as He is pure 
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and he who hath a spiritual, 
heavenly mind will certainly de- 
ny ungodliness and every worldly 
lust. 

That christian experience is al- 
ways attended with christian 
practice, is a sentiment which, 
in words, no one will oppose.— 
It is evident from the nature of 
tlle case, as from the plain: testi- 
mony of Scripture, that a good 
man, out of the good treasure o 
his heart, will bring forth good 
things. He that docth righteous- 
ness, is righteous : but he that 
committeth sin, is of the devil.— 
He that saith, I know Him, that 
maketh pretensions to an experi- 
mental knowledge of God, and 
Keepeth not His commandments, 
is aliar and the truthis not in 
him. Said the avior, He that 
hath my commandments,. and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me.. 

But what is christian practice ? 
What is that keeping of the 
commandments, which is uniform- 
ly connected with vital piety ? 

it must, of course, be an obe- 
dience springing from the heart. 
Other motives, than those, which 
the Gospel requires, may restrain 
from gross wickedness. and impel 
to the performance of many du- 
ties. it is to-be feared in regard 
to many, who conduct with a 
good degree of propriety, that 
God is not in all their thoughts, 

The Pharisees prayed, and fast- 


ed, and gave alms, to be seen of 


men. A reluctant, but perhaps 


a very exact attention is some- 
times paid to the duties of relig- 
jon, through fear of the conse- 
quences cf neglecting them.—- 
But a necessary,.constr rained obe- 
dience will not obtain the appro- 
bation of Him who-searcheth the 
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heart. Every true Christian 
serves God with his spirit ; and 
can say with his Redeemer, I de- 
light to do thy will, O my God ; 

yea, thy law is WITHIN MY HEART 

My meat is tu do the will of Hii 
that sent me, and to finish his 
work. cup of cold water, 
from one whose heart is devoted 
to God, is worth more than al} 
the treasures of the Indies would 


f be from him who sought his own 


honor, rather. than that of Christ. 
Though F bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor, and thouch I 
give my body tu be 6Gurnt, and 
have not charity, or holy love. it 
profiteth me nothing. Let it 
not be forgotten then, that genu- 
ine obedience springs from the 
heart. Itis the obedience of a 
servant, who loves his master. 
and who loves his work. 
Genuine obedience is impar. 
tial. Ye are my friends,” said 
the Savior, * if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.” There are 
those who seem. willing to obey 
some of the divine commands. on 
condition of being excused from 
obeying others. They are will- 
ing to observe the forms of godli- 
ness, if they may be released 
from. the obligations of justice 
and charity ; or te discharge ma- 
ny of the personal and social du- 
ties. if they may be allowed to 
omit the duties of devotion.— 
But their spot isnot the sp.t of 
God’s children. It is no mark 
of a faithful servant to follow on- 
ly a part of his master’s direc- 
tions.. He who is careful to ob- 
serve any one af the precepts of 
Jesus Christ from love to His 
character, and respect to His au- 
thority, will be careful to observe 
them all. The allowed indul- 
gence of one sinful lust or habit 
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proves undeniably the absence of 
a truly obedient disposition. 
The real Christian is unreserved 
in his submission, as well to the 
preceptive, as to the providen- 
tial will of God. When he ex- 
claims, O how love I thy law, he 
niakes no exceptions. In his es- 
timation, itis an evil thing and 
hitter to commit iniquity of any 
description. Every sinful and 
false way is hateful. But he ac- 
counts all God’s commandments 
concerning all things to be right ; 
and none of them to be grievous 
itis his heart’s desire, that he 
may do the whole will of his 
Father inheaven. He does not 
think it sufficient to live soberly 
aml righteously, without living 
codly. He not only does justiy 
but he loves mercy; and he 
walks humbly with God. When 


he entered the way of life, he 
counted the cost, and in view of 
all the difficulties and trials be- 
fore him, he chose the Lord Al- 
mighty te be his God and por- 
tion; he yielded up himself 
without reserve to be the steward 
ef Christ; and to receive and 
obey his instructions, as the rule 
Such an one will 
not be content with performing 
these duties which require no 
self denial ; and with avoiding 
those sins, to which there is no 
temptation. He will lay aside 
every weight, not excepting the 
sin which most easily besets 


of his life. 


Aion, 


As his obedience is impartial, 
so it will be habitual and perse- 
vering. Christians do not per- 
form any part of duty perfectly, 
and at all times. They some- 
times sin presumptuously, often 
through inadvertence ; they also 
sin. whenever they do transgress 


at all voluntarily, and their éins 
are heinous and aggravated above 
those of other men. But they 
donot make a practice of sin- 
ning. It is not their habit to 
transgress. Ilabitually they 
walk in the way of God’s com- 
mandments. And in this path 
they persevere. None will in- 
herit eternal life, but they, who 
patiently continue in the ways of 
well doing. They who possess 
vital piety, de thus continue.— 
The righteous holdeth on his way 
and waxeth stronger and strong- 
er. * The true disciple endures 
to the end. Though he foresees 
that his path is beset with ob- 
structions on every side, still he 
goes forward. Though dangers 
may threaten and trials discour- 
age him, leaning upon the Belov- 
ed, he gees forward ;” and his 
path is like the shining light, 
which shiueth brighter and 
brighter unto the perfect day. 
Such then is that obedience, 
which God approves; and which, 
like the good fruit, of the good 
tree, is ever found connected 
with vital piety coming from the 
heart, it is impartial, habitual, 
anfl persevering. Such an obe- 
dience is conclusive evidence of 
a heart right with God. It is 
never found, but in those, who 
have bee-: renewed in the temper 
of their minds, It constitutes 
an evidence of true religion, 
** insisted on throughout the werd 
of God ten times more than any 
other.” In the great day of ac- 
count, men will be judged and 
their sentence will be proneunced 
according to their works. No 
one will then be accepted unless 
he had brought forth fruits meet 
for repentance, aud had shown 
his faith by his works, his love ty 
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God by keeping his command- 
ments, and his charity to men by 
deing them good. Surely then 
by our works we ought to try 
ourselves. It is true,as we have 
already noticed, that no actions 
whatever will avail to our salva- 
tion, if they do not proceed from 
inward principles of holiness.— 
If the heart be not right, Ged 
will not accept either our words, 
or works. But how can there 
be inward principles of holiness, 
how can the heart be right. when 
the life, or practice, is habitually 
wrong? ‘There is indeed “a 
sort of religious practice not at- 
tended by inward experience,” 
which, as it regards the attain- 
ment of future happiness, * is to 
be reckoned good for nothing ; 
and there is alsoa kind of expe- 
rience, without practice, being 
neither accompanied, nor follow- 
ed by a Christian behavior, which 
is worse than nothing.” 

I cannot conclude the Essay 
more appropriately than by in- 
troducing the memorable decla- 
rations, with which our blessed 
Savior concluded his sermon on 
the mount.—** Therefore, whoso- 
ever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, { will lik- 
en him unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon a rock ; and 
the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house, and it 
fell not: forit was founded upon 
a rock. And every one that 
heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them not, shall be Itk- 
eved unto a foolish man, which 
built his howse upon the sand ;— 
And the rain descended. and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house, and it 
fell, and great was the fall of it.” 





The officacy of the Holy Scriptures. 


The efficacy of the holy scrip. 
tures, illustrated by the ea- 
perience of a poor cripple. 


We have heard, on cone side, 
some persons maintaining that 
the Bible was of itself sufficient. 
witheut the aid of a living teac!- 
er, to lead the world toa saving 
knowledge of Jesus. Christ, and 
thereby undervaluing the Divine 
appointment of a Gospel ministry? 

Another class of persons, alarm- 
ed at the pregress of Bible Socie- 
ties and fearing that they would 
interfere with Missionary Socie- 
ties. has insisted on the absolute 
insufficiency of the Scriptures, 
unless accompanied by religious 
instruction. Both are in error; 
the one by ascribing too much, 
and the other too httle, to the 
possession of a Bible. Both must 
allow, that success in either case 
depends alone on the teaching 
and illumination of the Holy 
Ghost: and who will venture to 
limit his operations? ‘There can 
be no doubt that the Great Head 
of the Church in commissioning 
his apostles, and afterwards ord- 
nary ministers to publish the Gos- 
pel to every creature, appointed 
the ordinance of preaching to be 
the grand means of evangelizing 
the world; we cannot therefore 
too highly prize this institution 
of Jesus Christ. But I cannot 
go the length of those who asser‘ 
that itis of no use te send i- 
bles, unless you send ‘Feachers 
also. ‘This is opposed by numer- 
ous-instances of persons who have 
been made wise unto salvation, 
by the teaching ef the Holy Spir- 
it. in reading the bible, witheut 
any other instructer whatever. 
A notable instence shall be given 
in proof of this. To assert eth- 
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erwise would, I lrumbly conceive, 
be an impeacliment of the wis- 
dom and mercy ef God, and lead 
us inte the very spirit of Pope- 
ry. The insufficiency of the 
Scriptures alone, and the impos- 
sibility of any (as a poor frish 
Catholic once said) but * Col- 
lege-bred men being able to un- 
derstand them,” has been the 

retext for that Mother of har- 
te shutting out the common 

eople altogether frem the pure 
unadulterated word of God.— 
Where the Bible and Christian 
teachers can be introduced togeth- 
er, let us gladly embrace the op- 
portunity; but where, for the 
present, the Scriptures only can 
iind an entrance, let us not fail 
to circulate the sacred volume to 
the greatest possible extent. 

The revival of the order of Je- 
suits has no doubt been resorted 
to with a view of checking the 
progress ofthe Bible, and prop- 
ing up the tottering power of An- 
tichriat ; for Popery can no more 
maintain itself where the Scrip- 
tures are in the hands of the peo- 
ple, than Egyptian davkness could 
consist with the bright shining of 
the merwlian sun. 

Thousands and tens of thous- 
ands of Catholics have drunk of 
these living streams, and are now 
able to discern the reasons of 
their clergy for depriving them 
of the Scriptures. They now 
find, that although there are some 
things in the sacred word too 
deep for them, vet, that the way 
of a sinner’s acceptance, and par- 
don through the Lord Jesus Christ 
alone, is so plainly taught therem, 
that a way-faring man, though a 
fool. shall net err. The progress 
of divine truth is certain, though 
sradnal as the morning light. 


And all the attempts of her ene- 
mies to stop her career of mercy, 
will be ultimately as unavailingas 
to impede the sun, in his journey 
irem east to west, from visiting 
the countries which lie within his 
range. ‘The instance of success 
which T shall now give you, at- 
tending the reading of the Scrip- 
tures under the teaching of the 
Hely Spirit, without any advan- 
tage whatever, either from com- 
mentaries, conversatien or public 
preaching, is not of an ordinary 
cast. ‘The clear view of Scripture, 
agreeable to the analegy of faith 
which he acquired, must com- 
mend itself te every man, and 
prove a fresh stimulus to every 
friend to Bible and Missionary 
Societies, to promote a further 
and more enlarged circulation of 
the sacred velume. 


A werthy minister thus writes ; 


“ Having preached occasionally 
in the village of Overton, (in 
Hampshire) 1 was informed of 2 
poor cripple who lived there, of 
the name of Ff illiam Churchman. 
remarkable fer his knowledge ot 
the Scriptures, who did not ap- 
pear to have read any book but 
the Bibie. nor conversed with re- 
ligious people of any denomina- 
tion, ner to have attended any 
public worship. My curiosity 
was much excited by this account 
and I formed an instant determi- 
nation to visit him on the evening 
of the following Sabbath. As I 
approached his cottage. its exte- 
rior gave me at once an idea of 
the wretched poverty of the in- 
habitant ; the roof decayed, the 
windows, of which there were 
two, with scarcely one unbroken 
pane, were stopped with straw, 
hav, and many celored rags. 





ah 





a 


+s~ “ _ » 
MRE as ES ag hers 
—_ ai, . ae “ . an o> i - 7+ » & « 


Spates 


ait 
ts 


° . > mee « : Pabiee 


ete. 


ws 







Amentyt = 


ag 
Pea 


tt ge a De ot ER EE 

~ “i 
x ol ae aF s 
le RE, ws ae 











$8 Lie efficacy of the Holy Scripiures 


The shattered door was open. 
On entering I beheld, seated on a 
little stool, (which with a broken 
chair and an old oaken table, 
composed the whole furniture of 
the miserable hovel) an object, 
whose appearance was expressive 
of greater wretchedness than 
even that of the habitation itself. 
His countenance appeared to be 
that of a man about 30 years old, 
pale and squalid; his head of 
an immederate size, formed a 
shocking contrast to his withered 
limbs, which were not larger than 
those of a child often years old, 
distorted and deformed by seve- 
ral curvatures, both in the legs 
and spine. He was reading when 
I went in: and designing to con- 
ceal my errand, I aecosted him 
with a very careless air, * Wil- 
liam, how do you.do? What 
book is that you are reading >” 
He raised his head to look at me, 
and replied with a look and tone 
of seriousness & affection, which 
instantly removed all those un- 
pleasant sensations his appear- 
ance had excited, “The New 
‘Testament of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ.” ‘ Ha!’ said 
I, “I have heard you religious 
people say, that a great deal of 
good may be got from that book, 
perhaps you can tell me if it be 
so: for 1 am sure I am bad 
enough, and if it will make me 
better, I'll read it too.” 

He replied very gravely, “If 
the same Spirit who moved holy 
men of old to write it, open your 
heart to understand it, then it 
will do you good; but not else, 
for * the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of 
God for they are foolishness to 
him: neither can he know them, 


because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” * But,’ rejoined f, stil} 
affecting ignorance of his mean- 
ing, *How came you then to un, 
derstand them ? Surely vou can- 
not be a learned man :’ = Eyeing 
me with a solemn and piercing 
attention, he said,‘ Sir, I don’t 
know you, ner do I know why 
you came here; but this I know, 
that I am commanded by this 
book, to be ready to give to every 
man that asketh a reason of the 
hope that is in me, and I pray 
God, that I may be enabled to 
do it with meekness and fear: 
you see, Sir, what a cripple I 
am, but you do not know what a 
sinner | am.’ 

‘You a sinner,’ exclaimed I, 
“how can that be? you are not 
able to get about to drink, game. 
dance, and carouse as the rest of 
us can; how then. in the name of 
wonder, is it possible that you 
should be a sinner?’ ‘True,’ 
said he, * I could not; but yet I 
am one of the very vilest of sin- 
ners ; for [ belive no son of Adam 
ever sinned in the way I have 
done ; for I thought because God 
Almighty had made me such a 
poor lame cripple, and punished 
me so much, I supposed for noth- 
ing, that therefore I might take 
the liberty to sin without fear; for 
I thought he would never be so 
hard as to punish me here and 
hereafter toa: so that because 
that was the sin I could most eas- 
ily indulge, I delighted to curse 
and swear.and I am sure I made 
such new oaths and curses, that 
even if you have been used to 
swear yourself, they would make 
you tremble to hear them. How- 
ever, blessed be God, who during 
a sickness, awakened me in the 
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prospect of death, and made me 
miserable,’ (for he then knew no 
sther way to heaven than by his 
own works.) * Dear me,’ inter- 
rupted I,‘ what other way can 
there be than doing all the geod 
we can, in order to gair the loves 
of God Almighty °° He answer- 
ed, * By the deeds of the law shall 


no flesh living be justified, fer by 


the law is the knowledge of sin; 
not by works ef righteousness 
which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.’— 
‘ But,’ continued he, * in this dis- 
‘ress 1 tried to pray, but of all 
the prayers you ever read or 
heard, I believe you never heard 
any like it. I sakd,* Lerd, I am 
a poor sinner that never did any 
good in my life, and now [ am 
afraid | must die and go to hell ; 
but, O Lord, if thou canst save 
me, pray do, though I do not 
know hew itcan be. O try me 
once more, and I will be better 
than David: he prayed seven 
times a day, but [ will pray eight 
times, and read twelve chapters.’ 
But by praying, | only meant 
reading eight Cellects out of. my 
mother’s Prayer Book.’— Well,’ 
interrupted I again, ‘ what can 
be better praying, than reading 
those excellent Collects >’ 

‘Ah, Sir.’ said he, very earnest- 
ly, * you might read all the pray- 
ers over that ever were mace by 
man; you might make very good 
prayers for yourself; or if you 
were a bishop, or some such great 
man, you might make prayers for 
ether people, and yet never pray 
yourselfin yeur life.’ 

‘Well, said I, ** this is very 
strange ;’ what is praying then ? 
ble replied, * Praying is telling 


the great God what we feel that 
we want of him.’ Pay ae 

Returning to his story, he said 
he got something better, and set 
about Iris task, but soun found he 
did not pray. * But, blessed be 
God,’ said he, * although I left off 
performing my task. he did not 
suffer me te leave off reading the 
Testament ; though the more I 
read the worse I was, for I read 
it all through, and all seemed to 
comlemn me. Now I can see in 
wt exceeding great and precious 
premises, but I could not see any 
of them then :I could only attend 
to such awful words as these : 
* Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, oa can ye escape the 
damnation of hell ? where the 
worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched.’ Yet I began to read 
the Testament over again, and 
when I came the second time te 
the blessed first chapter of the 
first epistle of Jehn, and read 
these precious words, ¢ ‘The blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin,’ | felt that pre- 
cious blood relieve my wounded 
censcience, and I seemed to my- 
self asif Iwas in a new world. 
I could now repent, I could be- 
lieve, I could love God, and if J 
had had a thousand lives, I could 
have laid them al} down for Christ.’ 

‘ These are wonderful things.’ 
said I, ‘that you tell me; but 
what was the reason why God 
shewed them to you ? was it be- 
cause you were earnest in read- 
ing the Testament? 

He replied, with inexpreseible 
energy,* Who hath saved us, and 
called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but ac- 
cording to his purpose, and grace 
eiven us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began.’ ¢ What, ex- 
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claimed I, ¢ can you make me be- 
lieve, that the great God ev- 
er thought anv thing about such 
a poor insignificant crippled man 
as you ares befure he made the 
world > * Yes,’ said he, ¢ else 
why is it said, * chosen in him 
before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy, 
and without blame before him in 
love.— Surely,’ said I, * you 
have never sinned since that 
time ?’ He replied, * in many 
things we offend all: if we say 
we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.—* But,’ said I, ‘if you 
should sin so much as to go to 


hell after all this. you had bet- 
ter have remained as ignorant 


as [ am.’ He replied, * Being 
confident that he who hath begun 
a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ. 
My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me ; 
and I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish ; neither 
shall any pluck den out of my 
hand. Who himself bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree.’ 
—‘ Dol understand you rightly ? 
that it does not signify what sins 
you commit, or how you. live, 
now Christ i is become your Sav- 
ior >? He replied, with a loud 
accent of animated and holy in- 
dignation, * God forbid | how 
shall we who are dead to sin, live 
any longer therein ? for the love 
of Christ constraineth us, because 
we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead : and 
that he died for all, that they 
which live, should not any longer 
live unto themselves, but to him 
that died for them and rose again,’ 
Looking at me while he was 
thus speaking, he saw arising tear 
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which I could no longer suppres 38, 
and instantly cried out, * 
sure, Sir, you are not what you 
seem : [ adjure » you to tell me 
what you ares and w hy you came 
to see me »’ 
tian brother,’ said f, * it is true 
as you say, Lam net what I seem ; 
lam a _ sinner, who, like 
you, have 
Spirit to trust in that Jesus who 
died for the ungodly. 
short pause, he said, * | have heard 
one of the neighbors say, there 
is astrange kind of man who 
comes sometimes to David Tru- 
man’s 
him a metridate, or some such 
name ; are not you the man ?'— 
‘Yes, my dear friend, I am_ the 
man. 
your poor 
wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of God i is eternal life through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord.’ 


| any 


—> My ‘dear Chris- 


been led by the Hols 
After a 


shouse, and that folk call 


1 have just been telling 
neighbers, that the 


Never shall I forget his look 0: 


his action : rising hastily from his 
seat, and 
hands in both o his. he instantly 
dropped on his knees, and lifting 
up his eyes, beaming with ecsta- 
cy- he cried aloud—*O my God, 
I thank thee, thou hast not only 
answered but exceeded my _ re- 
quest : 
and converse with one 


grasping one of my & 


ae 


I prayed that I might see 
“of thy 
at before I died, and lo, thou 
ast sent me one of the ministers 


of Jesus. 
Sir,’ 


And now, my dea: 
added he, ‘you must tell F 
what you said to the people on} 
that sweet verse, for I never} 
heard a gospel sermon in my 
life.’ I complied. 

When I had ended,‘ You know 
not,’ said he,* how you came to 
preach at Overton, but I can tell 
you. Ever since I have been | 
new-born, Ihave daily prayed to | 
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my heavenly Father, that if there 
was any minister of Christ in 
England, which I thought there 
must be somewhere, because the 
Bible was here, he would send 
one to teach my poor blind neigh- 
bors, and he has sent you ; and I 
doubt not but Ged will make you 
useful to them.’ 

[ was desirous of knowing 
whether he had, from searching 
the Scriptures, obtained any dis- 
tinct views of the nature of 
Christ’s kingdem on earth ; and 
whether, as he conceived himself 
at a remote distance from any of 
Christ’s disciples, he had turned 
his attention to the erder and 
<sovernment of his church. ‘To 
my inquires ; I received withsur- 
prise the answers which follow. 

‘ How many churches do you 
apprehend God may have in the 
world ?? * One only,’ was his re- 
ply. * What charch is that * 
‘The general assembly and 
church of the first born which is 
written in heaven.’ * What then 
was the church ef the Jews?’ 
‘The shadow of good things to 
come, but the body is of Christ.’ 
‘How are these visible to the 
world >’ * By their fruits ye shall 
know them.’ ‘* Yes, as individu- 
als, but how shall they be visible 
asa Church *? * Where but two 
or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst 
of them.’—* ‘That may be in many 
places at once, but are they not 
called churches, why is this ’ 
* Because each is like the whole 
church, as Paul says, ‘In whom ye 

also are builded together for an 
habitation of Ged through the Spi- 
rit.” How doany unite with such a 
church ? *‘ They first give them- 
selyes to the Lerd, and to us 
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according to the will of God.’ 
* What officers are there in the 
church of Christ ? ‘ Bishops and 
deacons.’ * What is the office of 
a Bishop *’ ‘ To feed the flock of 
God, over which the Holy Ghost 
hath made him everseer.” What 
is the Deacon’s officer’ ‘To 
serve tables.’ ‘ Were those of- 
ficers appointed for enriching or 
advancing the persons holding 
them ?’ ‘ Ourselves your servants 
for Jesus’ sake. Not for filthy 
lucre’s sake; not as lord’s over 
God’s heritage, butas helpers of 
your joy.’ * Who are to act in 
choosing those officers 7’ * Where- 
fore, look out from among your- 
selves, seven men of good report, 
full of the Holy Ghost and of 
faith, whom we may appoint over 
this business.” ‘* But if wicked 
men creep into the church, how 
are they to be dealt with when 
they are discovered °’ * Putawa 
from among yourselves that wick- 
ed person.” * But if they repent 
afterwards =? * What shail the re- 
ceiving of them be, but life from 
the dead >’ * Does the power of 
kings and rulers relate te our 
bodies, or our consciences ? * Ren- 
der unto Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s; but unto:God the 
things that are God's.’ I was 
surprised at his ideas on this 
subject, and could ask him no 
inore questions. 

This extraordinary man is since 
dead. Let us learn from this ac- 
count of him, how indispensably 
necessary is the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, for a right and sav. 
ing knowledge of the Scriptures : 
and may we never open the sa- 
cred volume, without lifting up 
the heart in prayer for divme 
teaching. * Lord, open thou mr 
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22 : Monthly Concert of Prayer. 


eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law !? 
BRAINERD. 


Evang. Mag. 


Monthly Concert of Prayer. 

Mara. Eprrer,—! need not teil 
you how much is doing, or how 
much remains to be done, before 
the world becomes evangelized ; 
{ would only mention one wa 
in which we might do something 
for this great object. It is well 
known to you, Sir, that the prac- 
tice of observing a Monthly Con- 
cert of Prayer,is become consid- 
erably extensive in New-Eng- 
Jand.—and indeed in the whole 
world. Now weuld not our 
prayers be more acceptable, if 
we would also every month cast 
into the Treasury of the Lord, 
our mite or our abundance, ac- 
cordingly as the Lord during the 
month has prospered usr I[ 
think, Sir, that there are at least, 
twelve hundred Societies in the 


United States, who statedly meet 
for the purpose of praying for 
the conversion of the world ; 
now suppose each assembly 
should monthly contribute one 
dollar.—twelve dollars a year. 
This would furnish twelve thous- 
and dollars annually towards 
this all-important object! Do 
ou think there is one assem- 
ly who meet on these occasions 
who would not give this sum ?>— 
I do not, I cannot believe it.— 
Would this impoverish our coun- 
try > Is there one town that 
does not spend more than this 
sum annually upen that bane of 
society, spiritous liquors ? 

Mr. Editor, this subject has 
struck me very forcibly, and { 
wish it might others. The heath- 
en are perishing ! and it is now 
eighteen hundred years since the 
command to evangelize the world, 
has gone forth ! Ages have roll- 
ed away—millions have perish- 
ed! Is it not time to awake ?>— 
O that * the Lord would arise, and 
plead his own cause.” —~ Recorder, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


“LOM THE NEW-YORK SABBATH SCHOOL 
REPOSIIONY. 


On the General Establishment of 
Sabbath Schools. 


The rapid progress, which the sys- 
tem of Sabbath School instruction is 
making in our country, must ex- 
cite in every pious heart lively emo- 
tions of joy and of gratitude to God. 
During the past year, several ecclesi- 
astical bodies have recommended the 
establishment of such schools in the 
churches and comgregations over 
which they preside. And we trust 
another year will not have passed, be- 
fore every ecclesiastical bedy, every 
‘ndividual minister, every office-bearer 


in the church, every private christian, 
will have viewed the object in its true 
light, will have devoted to its accom- 
plishment those vigorous persevering 
efforts, and those fervent supplications 
to God, which its importance demands. 

In most of our cities, Sabbath 
Schools have already been established, 
and so manifest are the good effects, 
that wherever the work has been com- 
menced, we feel confident that it will 
go forward with constantly increasing 
vigor and success. 

Schools have also been established 
in many of our country towns. Com- 
paratively little however has yet been 
done :—there remaineth yet very much 
land to be possessed. Why shouid 
there not be aschool in every town, in 
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On the General Establishment of Sabbath Schools. 


every Village, in every neighberho d, 
throughout the United S.ates ? 

Insome sections of the country, 

children are generally taught to read. 
kn others the education of multitudes 
is almost entirely neglected. Should 
a thorough investigation be made, We 
should be astonisiied at the number of 
persons, young and oid, who are una- 
ble to read. It may be asked, wheth- 
er it is necessary to instruct them on 
the Sabbath? We trust the time will 
soon come, when week-day Schools 
will be universal ; when to teach per- 
sons to read on the Sabbath, will be 
neither a work of necessity nor mer- 
cy. That time, however, has not yet 
arrived. We will not go into an ar- 
eument to prove what we constantly 
witness, that unless instructed on the 
Sabbath, thousands and tens of thou- 
sands will grow up without knowing 
how to read the Buble, and will, as an 
almost necessary consequence, be con- 
signed to vice und misery, ‘To teach 
children to read, we nced not remark, 
is absolutely necessary to prepare 
them for extensive religious instruc- 
tion. If, then, multitudes of child- 
ren, unless taught to read the Buble, 
wi!l grow up in ignorance and vice—- 
will be useless ana worse than useless 
members of society—will be misera- 
ble in this world and the worid to 
come ;—and if, in consequence of 
being taught, their minds will be 
enlightened and enriched with divine 
knowledge—if they will be made use- 
ful members of society—will be de- 
livered from everlasting destruction 
and made heirs of eternal life, shall 
they not be taught ? Is not this to “ do 
good?” And is it not lawful to “ do 
good on the Sabbath day ?” 

Let it be remembered, that these 
schools are of a RELIGIOUS CHARACTER. 
“‘ It is the Brmnir which they are taught 
to read. The lessons whichare used 
ave all selected from that sacred book. 
The Bible is read and explained to 
them; they commit portions of it to 
memory, together with religious 
hymns and chatechisms. The schools 
are opened and closed with prayer, or 
some other religious exercise. The 
great business of the teachers, who 
are generally pious, is to instill, in 
various ways, into the minds of the 

earners, important religious truths, 
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In this manner they spend an hour or 
two previous to public worshjp in the 
morning and afiernoon. ‘lhey are 
then conducted in order to the house 
of God, and their teachers see that 
they behave with propriety during di- 
vine service.” 

Suppose, however, that all the child- 
ren in our country were, at an early 
age, taught to read ; this would scarce- 
ly diminish the necessity for Sabbath 
School instruction. The grand ob- 
ject of this institution is to give a nz- 
11G30US EpUcATION. And is there not 
a lamentable, an alarming necessity 
for this, even in those parts of the 
country where the people are the most 
enlightened? Are there not large 
numbers of families without even the 
appearance of religion; the children 
of which are permitted to profane the 
Sabbath, and to grow up in entire ig- 
norance of divine things ; are left whol- 
ly to the influence of their corrupt 
inclinations and of bad example in its 
most imposing form ? 

By means of this institution these 
children may be collected on the Sab- 
bath, may have their minds enriched 
with the treasures of Divine knowl- 
edge—and, though neglected at home, 
may, inagood degree, be trained up 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Not only the children, but in 
many Cases, their parents and friends, 
will be brought under the sound ot 
the Gospel—the most interesting and 
important truths of the Bible wil! be 
conveyed into their families—an inter 
est in their spiritual welfare will be 
created in the hearts of Christians , 
under the influence of which, they 
will “ go about doing good,” will visit 
the families in question, bearing witl: 
them Bibles and Tracts ; pious in-: 
structions and affectionate intreaties 
will Crop from their lips, while their 
hearts are filled with ardent love to 
their souls, and fervent prayer for thei 
salvation, An extensive moral influ- 
ence will be exerted, and many, as 
well the parents and friends, as the 
children, will be turned from those 
evil ways which lead to destruction, 
and be fitted for the kingdom of 


heaven. We do not deal in mere con- 
jecture: wherever these exertions 


-have been made, such, ina greater or 


less degree, has been their effect. 
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But of the families that attend to 
the outward forms of religion, how 
few are truly pious ! How small a pro- 
portion of the children receive from 
their parents a religious education! 
Such an education, blessed be God, 
they may receive in Sabbath Schools. 
Mingling with the children of the 
most pious, they may have the same 
instructions, and may enjoy the same 
advantages. Many of the remarks 
made concerning the most destitute, 
willapply with equal force to this 
class of people. 

In the country and in the city, when 
it can be done, it is extremely desira- 
ble, that the children of ali classes of 
society should be embraced in the 
school. This mede has been adopted 
in some of our largest country towns, 
and in a few instances in our cities. 
Persons of the first respectability have 
cheerfully taken the office of teachers, 
and the most happy consequences have 
resulted. 

Considering the nature and tenden- 
cy of this system of religious in- 
struction, the manner in which it is 
conducted, and the effects it has pro- 
duced, we do not hesitate to say, that, 
if carried into operation throughout 
the country, the whole rising genera- 
tion would be religiously educated, 
and a mighty revolution in morals and 
religion would within a few years, be 
produced. 

The inquiry arises, * By whom shall 
this be accomplished ?”” Much, very 
much, depends on the ministers of the 
gospel, They constitute the main 
spring by which the whole maehine 
may be put in motion. Let every 
preacher of the gospel address his peo- 
ple on the subject, exhibit its impor- 
tance, call upon them to put forth their 
united exertions, and it cannot be 
doubted, that in every church there 
will be found those, who will esteem 
it their privilege and their glory to en- 
gage inso good acause. We know 
that the labors of a minister are ardu- 
ous, and we would rather diminish 
than increase them; but by devoting 
a little attention to the business of 
getting Sunday Schools established 
and exercising a general superinten- 
dance over them, we are confident his 
labors would eventually be lessened. 


It will, in effect, be instructing his 
people upon the Lancasterian plan, 
employing those, who are further ad- 
vanced in knowledge, to intruct those 
who are less so. It will be making 
the most of the religious knowledge 
which exists iu his congregation ; it 
will attach more closely to him his 
people, and especially the rising gen- 
eration; it will excite a spirit of be- 
nevolent enterprise, influencing them 
to unite their hearts and efforts with 
his, in the execution of other plans for 
doing good, Conducted upon a strictly 
religious plan, accompanied with much 
prayer, is it unreasonable to hope that 
such schools would not only be the 
happy places in which this and that 
one should be born into the kingdom, 
but where greatand powerful revivals 
of religion would commence ? If they 
were universally established, would 
they not check and ultimately prevent 
the profanation of the Sabbath, that 
crying sin of our land? Where is the 
minister of the gospel whose hands 
by such things would not be strength- 
ened, whose heart would not be en- 
couraged ? Noother effort, we believe, 
of equal magnitude, would so exten- 
sively promote the advancement of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, 

But should there be no minister, or 
should his avocations prevent his at- 
tending to the subject, are there not 
in every town pious, benevolent indi- 
viduals, who will take the lead, who 
will examine and see who can be found 
willing to engage in the work? Let 
such as are disposed meet together, 
and organize a society, which shall 
establish schools within a certain dis- 
trict, embracing one or more towns 
Ifa society connot be formed imme- 
diately’ leta number associate and es- 
tablish a single school; and should 
there be but one person awake to the 
subject, let not that one remain inac- 
tive, An individual was, in the hands 
of God, the means of putting in mo- 
tion the whole system of Sabbath 
School instruction ; and on the indi- 
vidual at this day, who, under the 
magic influence of that word “ TRY,” 
and in the strength of the LORD, shall 
go forward, may come the blessing cf 
thousands ready to perish, 
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. Gn the general Establishment of Sunday Schools. 


Latract from the Second Annual 
Report of the New-York * Fe- 
male Union Society for the 
Promotion of Sabbath Schools.”’ 


In every undertaking which may be 
umportant and novel, a happy com- 
mencement is highly gratifying. ‘Fhe 
First Annual Report of the Female 
Union Society for the promotion of 
Sabbath Schools, afforded matter of 
congratulation in this respect ; all the 
objections urged against this benefi- 
cent system vanished before the truth 
of experiment, and (if perseverance in 
the arduous undertaking could be de- 
pended upon) a prospect was opened, 
of great benefit to the rising genera- 
tion, in moral and religious improve- 
ment. 

To behold the youth of our country 
devoting themselves zealously to the 
instruction of poor children and ig- 
nerant adults, was delightful to the 
philanthropic mit 1: but the too ready 
suspicions of some might be heard, 
* Will these voung people persevere ?” 
@n the Second Anniversary of our 
Society, your Committee have the 
cheering information to communicate, 
that teachers and scholars have per- 
severed, and improved in so great a 
degree, as they think nothing short of 
a Divine blessing attending this Insti- 
tution could have enabled them to do. 

Since the benign system of Sab- 
bath School teaching has been pursued 
by the Union Societies, and others in 
this city, the reformation in our streets 
must be apparent to every one who 
walks out on the morning of the Lord’s 
day. Where now are those groupes 
of idle children who formerly met to 
profane the Sabbath and take God’s 
name invain? Allis now still, You 

will find them crowding round the 

humble unobserved Sabbath School 
teacher, who is patiently laboring to 
teach them to read that Book which 
is able to make them wise unto sal- 
vation. And when the inhabitants of 


our city are warned by “ the church- 
coing bell” te “ go up to the house of 
the Lord and give thanks inthe great 
congregation,” here and there, numer- 
ous trains of young immortals, head- 
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ed by their teachers, may be seen 
hastening with cheerful feet to learn 
the will of God. Nor is the change 
less observable during the week ; the 
feelings of the humane are now seldom 
wounded by the sight of shivering lit- 
tle wretches, crying at their doors for 
the refuse of their tables—the female 
associations have ** covered these nak- 
edwith a garment ;” their teachers 
have taught them to respect them- 
selves, that “ idleness covereth a man 
with rags;” and in numerous instan- 
ces, have placed them in situations 
where they may become useful mem- 
bers of society, 

From this Report it would ap- 
pear, that the average number who 
regularly attend the Schools, is 2877, 
under the care of 384 teachers ; 336 
have been advanced from learning the 
alphabet to reading the Bible ; 3306 
chapters have been committed to mem- 
ory, besides catechisms, hymns, and 
portions of Scripture innumerable : 
45 Teachers and 24 Scholars have been 
enabled to profess their faith in Christ, 
and have become members of the visi- 
ble church, | 

The Secicty have this year, as on the 
former, reason to rejoice in the har- 
mony that has attended this union, 

Let our thanksgivings abound to- 
wards God, whose blessing alone giv- 
eth success, and let our prayers be 
persevering and fervent, that He would 
crown every year with gladness, and 
cause the dews of his grace to descend 
onthe souls of both Teachers and. 
Scholars, in schools and in the sanc- 
tuary, on his own day. 


Extract from the Journal of & 
voyage to the Island of New- 
Zealand by the Rev. Sam’. 


Marsden, senior chaplain of 
‘ P 


New South Wales, together 
with certain missionaries, who 
are now established upon the 
Island. 


Duaterra (a native chief very friend- 
ly to the missionaries} pagsed the re- 
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46. Extract from the Journal of the Rev. Mv. Maursdez. 


maining part of the day in preparing 
for the Sabbath, He inclosed about 
half an acre of land with a fenee, 
erected a pulpit and reading-desk in 
the centre, and covered the whole, 
either with black native cloth orsome 
duck, w'iich he had brought with him 
from Port Jackson. He also procured 
some bottoms of old canoes, and fix- 
ed them up as seats on each side the 
pulpit, for the Europeans to sit upon ; 
intending to have Divine service per- 
formed there the next day. These 
preparations he made of his own ac- 
cord, and in the evening informed me, 
that every thing was ready for Divine 
service. I was much pleased with 
this singular mark of his attention.— 
The reading desk was about three 
feet from the ground, and the pulpit 
about six feet. The black cloth cov- 
ered the top of the pulpit, and hung 
over the sides. The bottom of the 
pulpit, as well as the reading-desk, 
was part of acanoe. The whole was 
becoming, and had a solemn appear- 
ance. He had also erected a flag- 
staff on the highest hill in the village, 
which had avery commanding view. 

On Sunday morning, when I was up- 
on deck, 1 saw the English flag fiving 
which was a pleasing sight in New- 
Zealand, 1 considered it as the signal 
and the dawn of civilization, liberty, 
and religion, in that dark and benight- 
edland. I never viewed the British 
colors with more gratification; and 
flattered myse!f they would never be 
removed, till the natives of that isl- 
and enjoyed all the happiness of Brit- 
ish subjects. 

About ten o’clock we prepared to 
go ashore, to publish, for the first 
time, the glad tidings of the Gospel. 
I was under no apprehension for the 
safety of the vessel; and therefore 
ordered all on board to go on shore to 
attend divine service, except the mas- 
ter and one man. When we landed, 
we fuund Koro-koro, Duaterra, and 
Shunghee, dressed in regimentals, 
which Governor Macquarrie had giv- 
en them; with their men drawn up, 
ready to march into the inclosure to 
attend Divine Service, They had 
their swords by their sides, and a 
switch intheirhand. We entered the 


inclosure, and were placed on the seats 
oneach side of the pulpit. Koro-ko 

ro marched his men, and placed then: 
onmy right hand, in the rear of the 
Europeans ; and Duaterra placed his 
men on the left. The inhabitants of 
the town, with the women and child 

ren, and a number of other chie7s, 
formed acircle round the whole. A 
very solemn silence prevailed—the 
sight was truly impressive! Lrose up 
and began the service with singing the 
Old Hundredth Psalm; and feit my 
very soul melt within me when I view 

ed my congregation, and considered 
the state that they were in. After 
reading the service, during which the 
natives stood wp and sat down at the 
signal given by the motion of Koro- 
koro’s switch, which was regulated 
by the movements of the Europeans, 
it being Christmas day, I preached 
from the Second Chapter of St. Luke’s 
Gospel, and tenth verse—Behold / I 
twinge vou glad titlines of great joy, &e 

The Natives told Deaaterra, that they 
could not understand what § meant.— 
He replied, that they were not to mind 
that now, for they would understand, 
by and bye; and that he would ex- 
plain my meaning as far ashe could. 
When I had done preaching, he in- 
formed them what I had been talking 
about. Duaterra was verv much 
pleasec that he had been able to make 
all the necessary preparations for the 
performance of Divine worship in so 
short a time, and we felt much oblig- 
edto him for his attention. He was 
extremely anxious to convince us that 
he would do every thing for us that 
lay in his power, and that the good of 
his country was his principal consider- 
ation. 

In this manner the gospel has been 
introduced into New Zealand; and ¥ 
fervently pray that the glory of it may 
never depart from its inhabitants, tiil 
time shall be no more ! 

When the Service was over, we re- 

urned on board, much gratified with 
the reception which we had met with; 
and we could not but feel the strong- 
est persuasion, that the time was at 
hand when the glory of the Lord 
would be revealed to these poor he- 
nmighted Heathens; and that those 
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who were to remain om the island had 
strong reason to believe that their la- 
bors would be crowned and blessed 
with success. 

In the evening I administered the 
Holy Sacrament on board the Active, 
in remembrance of our Savior’s birth, 
and what he had Gone and suffered tor 
us. 
Thus, Sir, Ihave informed you how 
we devoted our first Sabbath day at 
New Zealand. Jassure you, it was 
much more congenial to our feelings, 
than any gratification we had previous- 
ly anticipated. 


Obituary. 


Dien in Saco, on the 2d of March, 
Deacon Amos Cuast, Et. 99 years.— 
The following account of this emi- 
nently good man is in part extracted 
from the Recorder. The paragraphs 
to which the marks of quotation are 
not prefixed, have been furnished for 
the Monitor. 

** Deacon Caase was born in Newbu- 
ry, Jan. 26, 1719. He was married 
twice--the first time, when 24 years 
of age, and continued inthis state 38 
years ;—the second time, when 63 
years of age, and lived with his second 
wife 14 years. His descendants are 
of the second generation I4, of whom 
6 are now living, and WO) lived to be 
married and have families ;—of the 
third generation, 81, of whom 50 are 
now living ;—of the fourth generation 
188, of whom 120 are now living ;— 
of the fifth generation 19, of whom all 
are now living. The whole number of 
his descendants is 302, of whom 195 
are now living. 

“ When 19 years of age he came in- 
to Maine. He resided for a_ short 
time in Buxton—owned the first house 
ever inhabited in that town, where are 
now more than 2000 souls—and built 
the first house for the worship of God, 
ever erected in that once heathen 
place. He drove the first team, which 
ever passed from Berwick tu Wells, 
through a country now apparently old. 
When 97 years of age, he attended 
the ordination of Rev. G. Payson of 
Arundel, as delegate. Onthis occa- 
sion he rode about ten miles before 8 
o'clock in the morning—took his seat 
in the council was himself a witness 
of the solemn transactions in the house 


of God, and rode home the same day 
without injury. The last summer he 
had an interview with the President 
of the United States, as he was return- 
ing from his eastern tour. With man- 
ly dignity, and holy solemnity, he re- 
minded the chief magistrate of the 
nation of his awful responsibility te 
God—his dependence on Him for wis- 
dom to direct him in the performance 
of his arduous duties—-adding his 
best wishes and his sincere prayers for 
his success. The scene was truly inter- 
esting and pleasing, as well to the 
President himself as to all around 
him. 

‘* His intellectual powers continued 
in full force till his death. The last 
time he ever spakte, his reason was un- 
impaired—the last time he opened his 


eyes, they were bright and intelli- . 


gent. 

His constitution was never robust. 
But great industry, universal temper- 
ance, and the practice of every moral 
virtue, were means of preserving a 
slender frame fora period unusually 
long. 

Deacon Cuast was in his childhood 
blessed with the advantage of relig- 
ious instruction: His parents having 
in infancy devoted him to God by 
Christian baptism, they labored to 
train him up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. They early taught 
him the principles and duties of the 
Christian religion, which were adapt- 
ed to his years, and endeavored to im- 
press his mind with the religious 
truths contained in the sacred oracles 
of God. The effect of this was early 
manifested. 

When not more than 5 or 6 years of 
age, he was greatly disturbed with 
fears of hell. At one time, while en- 
gaged in play, he was so much dis- 
tressed with the thought of future 
teem erg which suddenly crossed 

is mind, that he was led to wish in his 
heart, “ that there were no God.”— 
His reflections at that time, as he af- 
terwards observed, were, that while 
God existed, he could not pursue his 
diversions, without being subject to 
these melancholy interruptions. He 
used frequently to relate this circum- 
stance, as a striking proof of the de- 
pravity of the human heart. 

“* When about 14, while reading the 
first verse of the 60th chapter of 
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Isaiah, he obtained that hopes which 
supported him through life. 

** He was strictly Calvinistic in his 
sentiments, and cortended earnestly 
for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. He sustained the gffice of 
Deacon in the chureh about 55 years. 
He was a man of unusual gifts, espe- 
cially in prayer. His prayers were 
solemn, appropriate and spiritual.— 
During the last years of his life, he 
rarely, if ever, prayed without bein 
filled with the spirit of God. This 
duty he continued to perform in his 
family till the day but one before his 
death. 

“‘ He was amiable in his disposition, 
always cheerful, given to hospitality, 
a pleasant companion of the young as 
wellas the old. He was esteemed 
and respected by all who knew him.— 
No one doubted his piety, no one 
doubts ‘that he is now in heaven, 

“In this case, the world has had a 
fairexperiment of the tendency of the 
doctrines he embraced. If the ten- 
dency were pernicious, an experiment 
of 85 years must have made it appear. 
But Deacon Chase was a faithful hus- 
band, an affectionate father, a kind 
neighbor, a good citizen. Nis moral 
character was in every respect fair,— 
As aChristian he was humble, meek, 
teachable and devout. In his life ev- 
ery Christian grace shone, His path 
through life was that of the just, 
which as the shining light shimeth 
more and more untothe perfect day. 
He was very strict in his observance 
of the Sabbath, ana hailed its approach 
with joyful anticipations. One thing, 
he said, have I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after, that IF may dwell, 
in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the 
Lord, and to inquire in his temple.— 
The coldest weather in the winter, 
except this last winter, never kept 
him from the house of God, though he 
lived about two miles from the piace 
of worship. tt was also his delight to 
attend evening lectures and confer- 
ence meetings; from which he was 
seldom absent till within about two 
years of the close of his life ; and 
during this period, except for a few 
months, he was rarely absent from any 
meeting holden by day.” 

He was very punctual in performing 
the duty of secret devotion. A 


certain person, belonging {o te 
family had suffered much anxiety re 
specting her own spiritual state, but 
could find no delight in prayer, was 
strongly desirous of knowing, whether 
the case were otherwise with the 
christians She was acquainted with 
the place, to which the Deacon was 
accustomed to retire for the purpose 
of secret devotion. At his customary 
season of worship, she punctually re- 
paired to some secluded situation near 
the spot, with the intention of ascer- 
taining, whether he would not some. 
times be weary of the duty and be 
induced to negicct it. But she watch- 
edin vain for his halting. Day after 
day passed away, but the venerable 
Saint was constantly at his post ; and 
she heard nothing, but the fervent and 
devout aspirations of.a pious soul. 
At a certain time, some company hap- 
pening at the house, in whose society 
she perceived the Deacon to be deep- 
ly interested :—surely saic, she to her- 
self, “ he will neglect his closet now.” 
But in this she was disappointed. 
Though conversation was prolonged 
to a late hour in the evening, he could 
not retire to bed without pouring out 
his soul before God, O that every 
christian were thus exemplary! So 
many stumbling blocks would not then 
be thrown in the way ef the sinner. 

“ Fora long time before his deatht 


he was impatient to be gone. He fre?” 


quently said Lam going home. He re- 
joiced at the approach of death. He 
met the King of terrors without a 
sigh, astruggle, ora tear He cheer- 
fully followed Christ into the grave, 
for through this gate his triumphant 
King entered the New-Jerusalem, His 
death was an honor to the religion he 
professed. How great would the 
influence of the church, if all profess- 
ing christians could give such undoubt- 
ed evidence of their piety in life and 
in death ! How ought they to strive to 
convince all who know them, that they 
are truly the children of God! Qf 
many we cannot speak with boldness ; 
but only hope they are sincere. But 
how much glory redounds to God, 
when such christians die as Deacon 
Chase! Surely a pillar in the church is 
fallen—a light, too powerful to shine 
on earth, is removed to heaven, where 
its splendor will forever increase,” 
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